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SCOTT CAI

Scott Cai (b. China) is a contemporary photographer based in Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland. Known 
for his perceptive and quietly evocative work, Cai explores the overlooked details and subtle tex-
tures of everyday suburban life. Through his investigations the artist reveals the unexpected beau-
ty that can be found in the most mundane and seemingly ordinary scenes.  

Cai’s photography often focuses on the patterns, objects and colours that shape our suburban 
neighbourhoods: inviting viewers to slow down and notice the richness of their surroundings. 

‘Wandering cul-de-sacs or venturing beyond the urban periphery, Tāmaki Makaurau-based pho-
tographer Scott Cai has been actively refining his craft – suspending quiet moments that might 
otherwise go unnoticed. Whether it’s the vivid, primary colours that glow with a subtle aura on a 
blue sky day, or the soft outlines of tropical plants pressed against a hazy window; Cai isolates 
commonplace details for his viewer to see in a new light. His work encourages a shift in attention 
- transporting the viewer into a mode of observation. Momentarily lifted from the noise of modern 
living, the artist reveals the beauty of vernacular compositions through his heightened perspective.’ 
- Nina Dyer

Cai’s artistic approach is informed by the practice of Vipassanā meditation—cultivating mindful 
observation—which parallels his photographic method of attentive seeing. Through this lens he 
highlights delicate moments and transient details that might otherwise go unnoticed; creating a 
body of work that encourages reflection and a renewed appreciation of the everyday.
 

BIOGRAPHY

BORN: China

LIVES: Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland

EDUCATION: Bachelor of Fine Arts, Whitecliffe College of Art & Design (2019). 

EXHIBITIONS: Vinegar Lane (solo), Sanderson Contemporary, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland (2025), 
4pm Stroll (solo), Studio One Toi Tū, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland (2024), Idle Plot (solo), Sanderson 
Contemporary, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland (2023), Into the vernacular (group show), Skar Image 
Lab, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland (2022), Graduation & Mid Year Group Show, Whitecliffe College of 
Arts and Design, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland (2019).
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY: “Noticing Ourselves Noticing - Photographs by Scott Cai” by Emil 
McAvoy, Art New Zealand, Summer 25-26, p.89-93. “Scott Cai captures the beautiful moments 
in life others might miss”, NZ House & Garden, July 2025, p.38-39. “Scott Cai”, Forbidden Land 
Photobook, 2019, p.48.


